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MEMORANDUM TO: _ Directors of Education 


FROM: Wally Beevor 
DATE: June 24, 1991 
SUBJECT: CONSULTATION PAPER ON THE EARLY YEARS 


Enclosed is a copy of the Early Years Consultation Paper and Response Guide. Please 
feel free to make as many additional copies of both documents as may be required in your board 
or organization. 


The consultation process is critical to the development of new policy direction for the 
Early Years. The Ministry of Education encourages you to provide opportunities to interested 
groups and individuals to participate in a thorough discussion at the school board and community 


level. 


The responses gathered through the consultation process will ensure that the new policy 
direction meets both the needs of all children attending Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
programs in our schools and the expectations of our.communities. 


If you have any questions about the consultation process, please contact Mr. Pat Fleck of 
the Learning Programs Secretariat at (416) 325-2455. 


Wally B 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Learning Programs 


Enclosures 


Ontario 
Ministry onal eene 
of Queen's Park , 
Education Melgar 
Min istere Edifi Bt 
de Queen's Park 
|'Education Ate 

NOTE AL’ATTENTION DES: _ Directeurs et directrices de |’éducation 

DE LA PART DE: Wally Beevor 

DATE: 24 juin 1991 

OBJET : DOCUMENT DE CONSULTATION SUR LES ANNEES PREPARATOIRES 


Vous trouverez ci-joint une copie du document de consultation sur les années préparatoires ainsi que le 
guide de réponses qui l'accompagne. Ces documents peuvent étre reproduits et distribués a volonte. 


Le processus de consultation est une étape trés importante dans |’élaboration de nouvelles politiques a 
’intention des années préparatoires. Le ministére de |’ Education vous encourage a faciliter, par lentremise de 
discussions, la participation des membres de votre collectivité aussi bien que de tous les intervenants et les 
intervenantes en éducation. 


Toutes les observations recueillies, suite au processus de consultation, serviront a formuler des énoncés 
de politique répondant aux besoins des enfants inscrits a la maternelle et au jardin d’enfants ainsi qu’aux attentes 
de la collectivite. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements sur le processus de consultation, n’hésitez pas a ea 
avec Ginette Plourde au Secrétariat des programmes d’enseignement au (416) 325-2460. 


Le sous-ministre adjoint 
aux programmes d’enseignement, 


Wally Beevor 


Pieces jointes 


Response Guide 


For the Early Years Consultation Paper 


Individuals and groups are invited to keep the Early Years 
Consultation Paper and to submit their comments, additional 
issues and proposals on the following response guide. 

Your comments are extremely important to the Early Years 
work team. While a "yes" or a "no" answer will be appreciated, 
your comments regarding the issues presented in this paper and 
other issues related to education in Junior Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten are essential to ensure that our policies are meet- 
ing the needs of children in today's world. 

All submissions will be considered. To facilitate process- 
ing, please submit your responses as soon as possible and no 
later than February 28, 1992 to 


Paulette Laforest-Norman 
Early Years Work Team Leader 
Ontario Ministry of Education 
Learning Programs Secretariat 

17th Floor, Mowat Block 

900 Bay Street 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 1L2 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/earlyyearsresponO0Oonta 


Respondent Information 


Name 


Address 


Contact Person 


Telephone 


Please wa in appropriate space. 


Educators’ association 

Trustees’ association 

Faculty of education 

Parent or guardian 

Teacher 

Student 

Parents’ association 

School staff 

Principal 

School board 

Other organization (please specify) 
Other ministries (please specify) 
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If this is a group response, how many people have contributed? 


Where applicable, please indicate the areas represented. 


QO) 


Child care centre 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten J 
Primary 

Junior 

Intermediate 

Senior 

Post secondary 

Other (please specify) 
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The Child's World 


See page 3 in the Early Years Consultation Paper 


Issue | 


Should the Ontario education system play a role in serving young 
children and their families with regard to the following? 


a) Child care Yes LJ No (J 


b) Prevention programs for children 
at risk of developing emotional 


or behavioural problems Co | 
c) Family counselling | Yes LJ No LJ 
d) Parenting courses Yes LJ No (J 
e) Breakfast programs Yes No 
f) Health care Yes LJ No [J 
g) Recreation Yes LJ No (J 


h) Partnerships with community 


and social agencies Yes LJ No 
i) Partnerships with service clubs Yes LJ No 
j) Partnerships with other ministries Yes LI No UJ 


k) Partnerships with other educational 
institutions Yes LJ No LJ 


Il) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail responsibilities, strategies and models for 
implementation at the provincial, regional and school board levels. If no was selected, what do 


you suggest? 


How Children Learn 


See page 7 in the Early Years Consultation Paper 


Issue 2 


Should provincial policy describe learning in Junior 
Kindergarten and Kindergarten with regard to the following? 


a) Role of play Yes LJ No (J 
b) Role of language Yes LJ No LJ 
c) Role of adults Yes LJ No LJ 
d) Areas of growth Yes LL] No (J 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail how these areas should be defined and expanded. 
If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 3 


Should provincial policy describe indoor and outdoor learning 
materials and equipment for use in Junior Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten? 


Yes L] No (J 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 4 


Should the Ministry of Education develop a policy on 
“refrancisation” to ensure that school boards address 

the needs of children who have a wide range of linguistic 
abilities and are attending schools where French is the 
language of instruction? 


Yes LJ) No LJ 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the policy. 
If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 5 


Should provincial policy provide direction to school boards 
regarding the introduction of Immersion French programs in 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten in schools where English is 
the language of instruction? 


Yes LJ No LJ 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 6 


Should the Ministry of Education develop a policy regarding the 
provision of a language-training program such as English as a 
Second Language and English Skills Development in schools 
where English is the language of instruction? 


Yes LJ No LJ 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 7 


Should provincial policy provide direction to school boards with 
regard to staffing in Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten as it 
relates to the following? 


a) Class size Yes LJ No LJ 
b) Pupil-adult ratio Yes LI No LJ 


c) Teacher aides for children 
with special needs Yes CJ] No (J 


d) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 8 


Should provincial policy provide direction to school boards 
with regard to procedures for assessment, evaluation and 
reporting of children’s individual patterns of development 
and learning? 


1. Assessment 
a) Teachers’ observations of children Yes LJ No (LJ 
b) Parents’ observations of children Yes LJ No (J 


c) Child care educators' observations of 
children Yes LJ No (J 


d) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 


policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 
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| 2. 


a) 


b) 


Cc) 


d) 


Evaluation 


Early and Ongoing Identification of 
Learning Abilities and Needs 


Promotion 
Retention 


Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 


policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Yes LJ 
Yes (J 


Yes LJ 


No (J 
No (J 
No (J 


3. Reporting 
a) Written reports Yes LI No WJ 
b) Parent-teacher conferences Yes L] No (J 


c) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. Ifno was selected, what do you suggest? 
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Program Delivery 


See page 25 in the Early Years Consultation Paper 


Issue 9 


Should special provisions in the regulations under the Education 
Act be included to permit children who are not yet three years and 
eight months old to attend special programs to deal with the 
following? 


a) Identified special needs Yes LJ No (J 
b) Linguistic needs Yes LJ No (J 


c) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the 
provisions. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


14 


Issue 10 


Should provincial policy provide direction to school boards with 
regard to flexible entry and attendance in Junior Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten? 


a) Age of entry Yes LJ No (J 
b) Attendance Yes LJ No (J 


c) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 


policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


Issue 11 


Should provincial policy provide direction to school boards with 
regard to the development, implementation and revision of plans 
for the co-ordination of school-based child care for school-aged 
children and Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten programs? 


Yes LJ No (J 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


16 


Teacher Education 


See page 31 in the Early Years Consultation Paper 


Issue 12 


Should provincial policy determine specific basic qualifications for 
the certification of teachers in Junior Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten? 


Yes LJ No (J 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the provincial 
policy. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


17 


Issue 13 


Should additional training components on Junior Kindergarten, 
Kindergarten and child care co-ordination be provided in principal 
and supervisory officer courses? 


a) Principals Yes No U 
b) Supervisory officers Yes LJ No UJ 
Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail the elements that should be included in the training 
components. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


18 


Issue 14 


Should the Ministry of Education support school boards in the 
delivery of professional development programs for teachers in 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten by the following? 


a) Providing guidelines and models Yes LI No QU 


b) Providing models for mentorship 
programs and peer coaching YeslLI No QJ 


c) Developing training materials for 
professional development Yes LJ No (J 


d) Facilitating the establishment of 
teacher centres Yes LJ No (J 


e) Encouraging partnerships with other 
agencies and institutions Yes LJ No (J 


f) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe details related to program components, implementation 
strategies, responsibilities and human resources. If no was selected, what do you suggest? 


20 


Issue 15 
Should programs be created to link the training of early childhood 


educators and teachers so that early childhood educators can be 
certified as teachers and vice versa? 


Yes LJ No (J 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail strategies that could be developed. If no was selected, 
what do you suggest? 


21 


Issue 16 


Should the Ministry of Education offer professional development 
to teachers in schools where French is the language of instruction 
to enhance their knowledge, awareness and understanding of the 
cultural and linguistic needs of French-language children in 
Ontario? 


1. Teachers trained in Ontario 


a) Organizing orientation sessions Yes (J No J 


b) Focusing regional workshops offered 
through the French-language consultative 
services on “refrancisation” and 
“animation culturelle” Yes (J No LJ 


c) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail strategies that could be developed. If no was selected, 
what do you suggest? 


22 


2. Teachers trained outside of Ontario 
a) Organizing orientation sessions Yes [LJ No LJ 
b) Focusing regional workshops offered 

through the French-language consultative 

services on “refrancisation” and 


“animation culturelle” Yes (J No (J 


c) Other (please specify) 


Comments 


If yes was selected, please describe in detail strategies that could be developed. If no was selected, 
what do you suggest? 
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Additional Comments 


..- Comments 
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.-- Comments 
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..- Comments 
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.-- Comments 
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..- Comments 
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